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FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  ~ 8TH FEBRUARY 2026

Kia ora koutou katoa, a special 
welcome to visitors and newcomers who 

join us this long weekend.  
Waitangi Day is a significant celebration in 

the life of our nation. Because of Bishop 
Pompallier's participation in the 

deliberations in the days leading up to the 
signing of the Treaty in 1840 we know that 
the church was present, visible and active 

amongst those who were a part of the 
signing. The anniversary of the signing 

is an opportunity for us to pause to pray 
 for peace, justice, and harmony in 

Aotearoa New Zealand. May we continue 
the work of reconciliation, listening with 

respect, and honouring the place Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi in the life of our nation. As people 
of faith, we are called to be bridge-builders, 

seeking understanding and unity 
 in our communities. May we walk  
together with humility and hope. 

 
Last weekend we celebrated the priestly 

ordination of Ryan Sy. Over a 1000 people 
gathered at St Luke's Church Flatbush for a 

vibrant, grace-filled multicultural 
celebration of faith. Those who were able 
to attend have spoken of a liturgy marked 
by deep prayer, beautiful music, and joy-
filled tears! We give thanks to God for the 

gift of Ryan's vocation and for the 
generosity of his “yes” to serve Christ and 

the Church. Ryan would like to 
acknowledge, with great appreciation, your 

support and encouragement over  
 

this past year. Special thanks to those who 
were able to assist on the day. 

 

Congratulations Father Ryan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This weekend we welcome seminarian 
Bob Fe'au to our parishes. Bob is a fifth 
year seminarian and has been placed in 

our midst for his 'pastoral year'.  
Please make Bob welcome as he settles 

in.... perhaps consider inviting  
him home for a meal. 

This past week has seen students and staff 
commence a new academic year. May 

this term be a time of growth, learning, and 
renewed purpose, and may God grant 

patience, energy, and joy to all who teach, 
support and learn. 

Let us be especially aware of the young 
people that will soon be starting 

preparation for the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation, along with 

those who are a part of our 'becoming 
catholic' programme through the RCIA. 



  

In Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 5:13–16), 
Jesus reminds us that we are the salt of the 

earth and the light of the world. He urges 
us: “Let your light shine before others.” 

 In the ordinary moments of daily life — in 
our homes, families, schools, workplaces, 

and parishes — may our words and 
actions reflect Christ’s love, so that others 

may know Christ the Light shining in 
 our hearts, and especially in our church, 

gathered today. 
Blessings, Bernard 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading 

Isaiah 58: 6-10 
Genuine worship of God is shown forth in the 
practice of justice and in concern for the poor 

and the needy. 
 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

The success of the Gospel doesn’t depend on 
human cleverness but on the power of God. 

 

Gospel Matthew 5: 13-16 
Christ’s disciples are to be the salt of the earth 

and the light of the world. 
 

Lord Jesus,   
help us to be salt and light  

for others.   
May our words and actions   
reflect Your love and truth.   

Amen.  
 

 

WAITANGI DAY MASS 
In celebration of Waitangi Day there 

will be Mass at St Ignatius at 9.00am. 
 

MASS NOTIFICATION 
Due to Bishop Steve calling a  

Clergy Day involving all priests in 
the Diocese, there will be NO 

9.00am Mass celebrated at MPH 
on Thursday 12th February. 
There will be no Adoration. 

 
Please be advised that Adoration at 
Mother of Perpetual Help will now 
commence for 2026 on Thursday 

19th February, followed by 
Benediction at 6.45pm. 

With thanks. 
 

2026-2027 Sacramental 
Programme –  

Information Evening 
 

Wednesday 4th March,  
St Ignatius Parish Centre, 7:15pm. 

If you child is in Year 4 or above and you 
would like them to receive their 
Sacraments of Reconciliation, 

Confirmation and 1st Holy Communion, 
please come along. 

Attending the Information Session is a 
requirement for Enrolment. 

Any questions, please email Gina at 
sacraments@easternbayscatholic.org.nz  

 

CURRENT PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
MPH       Mon & Wed – 1.30pm – 5.30pm 
       Thursday – 8.30am – 12.30pm 
St Ignatius   Tues & Fri – 8.30am – 11.30am 
 

Preference Forms by appointment  
at St Ignatius Parish on 
Fridays:      8.00am – 10.00am 
 

Please email: 
office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz  

mailto:sacraments@easternbayscatholic.org.nz
mailto:office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz


ASH WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY 
On Ash Wednesday there will be 
distribution of Ashes as follows: 

St Ignatius 9.00am Mass 
St Joseph’s 9.30am Mass 
MOPH 12 Noon 
St Ignatius School  2.00pm Liturgy 
 

There will be an Ecumenical Service at St 
Phillips Anglican Church, 92 St Heliers Bay 

Road at 7.00pm. 

 

SACRED HEART COLLEGE – OPEN DAY 
Wednesday 25th February 2026 

Two sessions – 10.00am and 1.00pm 
Includes address by Headmaster 

and Tour of the College. Please register 
online at www.sacredheart.school.nz 

 

ST PAUL’S COLLEGE, PONSONBY OPEN DAY 
Enrolments for Years 7, 8 and 9 2027. Limited 

enrolments at other levels 
Thursday 19th March 2026 9.30am or 1.45pm 

Assembly in the College Chapel, followed 
by tour of school 

MARIST COLLEGE – OPEN DAY TOURS 
Thursday 26th and Friday 27th February 2026 

Tours at 9.00am 
A centrally located non-zoned 

Catholic girls’ secondary school, Years 7 to 13 
 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE, PONSONBY OPEN DAY 
We are delighted to advise that our 2027 

enrolments are now open, and our Annual 
Open Day will be held On Thursday 

23 March 2026 

BARADENE COLLEGE - OPEN DAY TOURS – Tuesday 3rd, Wednesday 4th & Thursday 
5th March 2026 

BOOKINGS online REQUIRED (bookings open 9.00am Monday 23 February) 
Tour times: 9am and 10am each day 

Book via Link at www.baradene.school.nz – 2026 Open Day Tours 
Please refer to the website for booking closing times for each day. 

Enrolments for Year 7, 2027 and for limited places in other Year levels are being accepted 
now and will close at 3pm on Friday 13 March, 2026. 

  

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY - Registration 
OPEN for 2026 

Course 1: Fulfilled: The Promise of the 
Christian Life looks deeply at the 'ache' of 

human longing and the hope of infinite 
bliss in Christ. Dates: Sat 21 and Sun 22 

Feb. 
Course 2: NEW Beginners TOB course – 

Called to Holiness - LIVE – 4-talk series. Sat 
28 March (ONE DAY only) 

All adults 20 years + are welcome. To 
register please visit: theologyofthebody.nz 

 ASH WEDNESDAY, 18th February, 

begins our six weeks of Lent to prepare 
for Easter;  to “turn to the Lord your God 

again, for he is all tenderness and 
compassion” (Joel 2:12 from Ash 

Wednesday). Join in these short Zoom 
sessions through Lent: wake and pray, 

daily meditation 6.15am; Wednesdays 7-
7.40 pm reading Pope Leo’s “Dilexi Te” – 
his teaching on compassion for the poor; 

Saturdays 7-7.40pm reflecting on the 
Sunday Gospels of Lent. 

Please contact diannaf@cda.org.nz 
 

http://www.sacredheart.school.nz/
http://theologyofthebody.nz/
mailto:diannaf@cda.org.nz


Anniversaries 
We remember those 

who have died 
recently, and whose 
anniversaries occur 

during the month of February 
 
 
 
 

Martin Ulemberg,  Anna Fitzpatrick, Pat Kirwan, 
John Brady, John Waldron, Nonie Kiely, George  
Reid, Br Hugh Zeinert CSsR, Patricia O’Sullivan, 
Desma Stewart, Rita Kent, Anna Cholena, Br 
Alan Lynskey CSsR, Kathleen Dobson, Felicia 
Stern, Eileen Dunn, Alexander Forrest, 
Geoffrey Derrington, Colleen Larsen, Mary Fin, 
William Vella, Dorene Beckingsale, Gary 
Mangham, Eileen Mason, Jason Green, Irene 
Reid, Fr Frank Dobbs CSsR, Hugh Cullen, 
Maree Hunt, Peter Burton, Noeleen White, 
Stella Pemberton, Marshall Lornie, Barbara 
Packwood, Anton Botica, Patrick Hunt, 
Michael Scully, Ane Vidak, Rhoda Wakem, 
Verna O’Connell, Anthony Crookbain, Frances 
Kellerher, Mervyn Mortimer, Elizabeth 
McComas, Heather Shevland, Patrick O’Neill, 
Jo Rivalland, Helen Bennington, Louise 
Bousquet, Jesse Drumm, James Farrell, 
Gwenda Heron, Frank McSweeney, George 
Lear, Zena Wilson, Patrick Urquhart, Edward 
Rouse, Johannes Dykzeul, June Roche, Cyril 
Keppel, Betty Williams, Gerard Kilpatrick, 
Maria De Groot, Marie Slater, John 
Hackshaw, Ellie Carrucan, Thomas Geoghegan, 
Maureen Rouse, Bruno Gianni, Mary Dunn, 
Noel Smith, Gretta McDermott, Catherine 
Hanley,  Alexandra Mews, Wilhelmina 
Bonsel, Eileen Mason  
Eternal rest grant to them...   

Eastern Bays Area Mass Schedule 
Monday  

9.00am Liturgy of the Word 
 with Holy Communion at St Ignatius  

- commencing 15 February 2026 
Tuesday  

9.00am Mass at St Pius X Glen Innes 
Wednesday 

9:00am at St Ignatius  
(School Mass. All welcome!) 

Thursday 
9:00am Mass Mother of Perpetual Help 

Friday 
9:00am Mass at St Ignatius 

Saturday  
9:30am Mass at Mother of Perpetual Help 

 (Rosary at 8.50am) 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  

 8.45am Saturday at Mother of Perpetual Help 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass - 5:00pm at St Ignatius 
Sunday Mass 

9:00am St Ignatius 
10:30am Mother of Perpetual Help 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays following 9.00am Mass 

 at MPH 
Rosary 8.30am and Benediction at 6.45pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rosary Group 
Mother of Perpetual Help Parish 

Fridays at 3.00pm in the Parish Centre 
 

Weekly Rosters 
Please see the Noticeboards in either Church 

for the current Rosters for all Ministries.  
Visit our website for 

~New Parishioner Registration 
~Sacramental Programmes: including for 

Adults (RCIA) and Children (RCIC) 
E: sacraments@easternbayscatholic.org.nz 

~Diocesan Marriage Preparation Course 
For more information please contact 

gerrys@cda.org.nz M: 021 022 47442 

MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP 
510 Riddell Rd, Glendowie 

Ph: 09 575 9296 

 

 

ST IGNATIUS  
12 Kotiri Street, St Heliers 

Ph: 09 575 5227 

 

 

Email: office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz       Website: www.easternbayscatholic.org.nz 
     Parish Priest: Monsignor Bernard Kiely                         Assistant Priest: Father Ryan Sy 

Seminarian: Bob Fe’au 
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mailto:gerrys@cda.org.nz
mailto:office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz
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