EASTERN BAYS PASTORAL AREA

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ 21st DECEMBER 2025

Kia Ora koutou katoa. A special welcome
to visitors and newcomers this weekend.

As we enter the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
our journey of waiting draws very close to
its fulfilment. In these final days before
Christmas, the Church invites us to
contemplate the quiet faith and generous
obedience of Saint Joseph, a man who
listened deeply to God and trusted Him
when the way ahead was unclear.

In today’s Gospel, the angel reassures
Joseph: “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary your wife into your
home; for it is through the Holy Spirit that
this child has been conceived in her”
(Matthew 1:20). Joseph’s response is
simple yet profound: “When Joseph awoke,
he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him” (Matthew 1:24). In
Joseph we see a model of discipleship—
attentive, courageous, trusting and
faithful—who makes space for God’s
promise to dwell among us. Through his
“yes”, the prophecy is fulfilled: “They shall
name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God
is with us”(Matthew 1:23).

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of
Christ, today's Gospel reminds us that God
often comes to us quietly, asking for trust,
hospitality, and love. In welcoming Christ
anew this Christmas, may our homes and

hearts be places where God is included
and acknowledged and 'with us'

As this year draws to a close, | wish to
express my heartfelt thanks for your
welcome and support this year. It’s good to
feel at home in your midst!

I’d especially like to acknowledge all who
have contributed to the life of our Eastern
Bays parishes over the past year. So much
happens behind the scenes! To our parish
staff and all involved in ministry, leadership
and organisation and who give so
generously of your time, talents, and
prayer—THANK YOU. Your commitment
sustains our worship, strengthens our
outreach, and builds up our parish families
in countless ways.

I wish you and your loved ones a blessed
and joyful Christmas. May the peace of
Christ fill your hearts, and may you enjoy a
safe, restful, and refreshing Christmas and
New Year holiday season.

God blessyou all. Bernard



https://zachdorman.blogspot.com/2010/12/week-four-of-advent.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Today’s Readings
First Reading
Isaiah 7:10-14
This reading foretells the birth of a very special
child — a child who will be called Emmanuel,
that is, God-with-us.
Second Reading
Romans 1:1-7
These opening lines from Paul’s letter to the
Romans draw attention to the human and
divine ‘roots’ of Jesus.

Gospel Matthew 1: 18-25
This shows how the prophecy of Isaiah was
fulfilled in Jesus.

Heavenly Father, as we light the
fourth Advent candle may your love
inspire us to love one another as you
have loved us. Let your love guide our
actions and words.

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

DEACON RYAN’S ORDINATION
31t January 2026 at 11.00am
St Luke’s Parish, Flatbush.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
in a bus service to St Luke’s Parish Flatbush,
departing MOPH parish carpark at 9.45am
and returning approximately 3.00pm.

There is a clipboard in the foyer of both
churches for you to add your name.
Return Cost - $15.00 per person.

If you would like to make a financial
contribution towards Ryan’s expenses of his
ordination, details are below.

A/c Name: St Ignatius St Heliers Bay
A/cNo: 0201080707227 000
Code: Ordination Donation

We pray for those affected by the
tragedy at Bondi Beach...

God of compassion and mercy,
we come before you with heavy hearts,
grieving the violence that shattered lives
at Bondi Beach.

Receive into your tender care those who
were killed, heal those who were wounded,
and surround with your strength all who
witnessed this tragedy.

Comfort the families and friends
who mourn today.

Hold them in their shock, anger, and
sorrow, and grant them the quiet assurance
that they are not alone.

May your presence be their shelter
and your love their hope
in the days ahead.

We pray especially for the Jewish
community, for those who feel afraid or
targeted, and for all communities wounded
by hatred and fear.

Let solidarity be stronger than suspicion,
and understanding deeper than division.

God of peace, soften hardened hearts,
disarm violence at its roots,
and teach us again to see one another as
neighbours, worthy of dignity,
safety, and love.
Make us instruments of your peace. Amen.

Sunday Masses at MPH during
January 2026
Volunteers would be appreciated for
the various ministries at our January
Sunday 10.30am Masses.

If you can help please add your name
to the form in the entrance foyer.
Or contact Maureen at the Office

Email: adminsupport@easternbaysca

tholic.org.nz
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Offices will be closed all of
January and re-open on 2™ February 2026.
There will NO newsletter.

Preference forms (from 2™ February) by
appointment on

Fridays: 8.00am-10.00am

Please email:

office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz

DECEMBER/JANUARYTIMETABLE

Mon

Mother of Perpetual Help Parish
Adoration will recommence on Thursday
5" February 2026
Friday Rosary Group will recommence on
Friday 13" February 2026

St Vincent de Paul
Society
Our sincere thanks to
MPH and St Ignatius
parishioners for their generosity to our
recent request for Summer clothing,
swim wear & beach towels for families
in our local area.
We had a great response and your
donations are most appreciated.

This Sunday is the last opportunity to
purchase Christmas Cards, Raffle
Tickets and petite size Christmas Cakes
(the Mince Tarts have sold out!).
The Raffle will be drawn next week and
winners will be notified.

PMERRY
CHRISTMAS

9ond Morning S 9.00ar31
Dec Mass t Ignatius
Tues . 9.00am
93rd Morning Mother of
Dec Mass Perpetual
Help
Wed Children’s 5.00pm
th
) Christmas SHC
Dec Vigil Mass Auditorium
Wed
4™ Midnight Mother of
Dec Mass Perpetual
Help
9.00am
Th:rs Christmas Sacred
=) Day Mass e
Dec Y College
Chapel
26-28 Normal Mas.? times and
locations
Dec
Wed New Year Vigil Mass -
31 11.00pm
Dec St Patrick’s Cathedral
New Year’s 9.00am
Thurs Mother of
1*Jan Day Perpetual
Mass petua
Help

There will be NO Monday Liturgy at
St Ignatius during January

716 No Weekday Masses
Jan

Sat

17" Normal Mass times and

Jan

locations resume
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2026 BIBLE DIARIES AVAILABLE
Diaries are still available in both

Parishes ~
Daily Readings, Prayers, Reflections.
Cost: $25.00
A/c Name: St Ignatius St Heliers Bay
A/c No: 020108 0707227 000
Code: 2026 Bible Diary
Anniversaries

We remember those who have
died recently, and whose
anniversaries occur during the
month of December

Henryk Wlodarczyk, Ralph Pycroft, Kathryn
Schollum, Henry Vollemaere, Christine
Malaghan, Semisi Kalu, Paddy Mulrennan,
Louise Perkins, Brian Walsh, Catherine Brady,
Nellie Cheyne, Matthew Murphy, Michael Tipene,
Pat Langdon, Nannette Peterson, June Rodrigues,
Emile Stredwick, Janet Roache, Francis
Newland, Brian Gulson, Elizabeth Heller, John
Porter, Colleen O’Loughlin, Peter Alder, Dorothy
Urlich-Cloher, Margaret Farrell, Catherine
MacDonald, Dorita Hannah, Kevin Finnegan,
Mary Heeney, Beatrice Mortimer, Matthew
Connolly, Mary Ann Woods, Eileen Posa, Kay
Kirkup, Branko Paladin, Patricia Xanthopol,
Anthony Kelliher, Vernon Bell, Clara Bayer, Jim
Hackshaw, Niko Curin, David Pfahlert, Inez
Fullerton, Andrea Pragnell, Arthur Grigg, Gregory
Lornie, Phyllis Agnew, Patrick Lonergan, Vicki
O’Connor, Frank Galantai, John Free, Judith
Goddard, Paul Callaghan, Marie-Louise Revell,
Jack McCormick, Maurice Cervin.

... Eternal rest grant to them

Eastern Bays Area Mass Schedule
Please refer to December/January
Timetable

Monday
9.00am Liturgy of the Word
with Holy Communion at St Ignatius
Tuesday
9.00am Mass at St Pius X Glen Innes
Wednesday
9:00am at St Ignatius
(School Mass. All welcome!)
Thursday
9:00am Mass Mother of Perpetual Help
(with Adoration to follow)
Friday
9:00am Mass at St Ignatius
Saturday
9:30am Mass at Mother of Perpetual Help
(Rosary at 8.50am)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
8.45am Saturday at
Mother of Perpetual Help

Saturday Vigil Mass - 5:00pm at
Stlgnatius
Sunday Mass
9:00am St Ignatius
10:30am Mother of Perpetual Help

Weekly Rosters
Please see the Noticeboards in Church
foyer for the current Rosters for all
Ministries.

Visit our website for
~New Parishioner Registration
~Sacramental Programmes: including for
Adults (RCIA) and Children (RCIC)
E: sacraments@easternbayscatholic.org.nz
~Diocesan Marriage Preparation Course

Please email gerrys@cda.org.nz

Email: office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz Website: www.easternbayscatholic.org.nz

Parish Priest: Monsignor Bernard Kiely Deacon: Ryan Sy

ST IGNATIUS
12 Kotiri Street, St Heliers
Ph: 09 575 5227

MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP
510 Riddell Rd, Glendowie
Ph: 09 575 9296
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