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EASTERN BAYS PASTORAL AREA

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ 30t November 2025

Kia ora koutou katoa, and a special welcome
to visitors and newcomers as we gather for
Eucharist this weekend.

Today we begin the beautiful and
hope-filled season of Advent, a time when
the Church invites us to slow down, to watch,
and to prepare our hearts for the coming
feast of Christmas. Advent invites us to
reflect on the presence of Christ in three
ways: we look back with wonder to the birth
of Jesus in Bethlehem;
we recognise His presence with us now in
Word, sacrament, and neighbour;
and we look forward in hope to
His return in glory.

Itis a season of longing, of quiet
expectation, and of renewed
commitment to
walk in the light of the Lord.

Our Gospel today, Matthew 24:37-44, sets
a striking tone for this journey of preparation.
Jesus urges His disciples, “Therefore, you
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.” Advent
readiness is not anxious fear, but a grace-
filled attentiveness—an openness to God
who comes to meet us in the ordinary and the
surprising. It is a call to awaken our hearts, to
clear space for prayer, and to let Christ
reshape our priorities.

This theme of attentiveness links closely with
our own parish journey. Thank you to all who
were able to take part in last Sunday’s
gathering, the first step in our “Reshaping
Our Future” process.

Your presence, insights, and prayerful
listening were a great blessing. It was
heartening to see parishioners from across
our communities come together with
honesty, hope, and a shared desire to
strengthen our mission in this corner of the
diocese. For those who were unable to
attend..... the gathering was led by diocesan
personnel and we were introduced to the
‘Spiritual Conversation’ method used at the
Synods held in Rome in recent years. Sharing
was meaningful, respectful and at times quite
moving. Everyone had the opportunity to
share. Participants were invited to take home
a small stone having reflected on 1 Peter 2:5
that we might be the ‘living stones’ of the
church. Significantly children from the school
had drawn a Christian symbol on each stone
as a reminder that our deliberations, and
discernment, is especially with future
generations in mind. | invite us all to continue
to keep this ‘Reshaping’ process in our
prayers—there will be further opportunities
to contribute in the weeks and months
ahead. Please keep this process in your
prayers.

As we enter Advent, may we allow the Spirit
to deepen within us a readiness for Christ’s
coming and a willingness to be “living stones”
building up His Church.

Let this season renew our faith, our hope, and
our sense of purpose as disciples.
Prepare the way of the Lord! Advent blessings
to you all. Bernard



Today’s Readings
First Reading
Isaiah 2:1-5
This vision of a world at peace under God
challenges Christians to work for this new
world which was inaugurated by Christ.

Second Reading
Romans 13:11-14
This contains a wake-up call, and urges us
to turn away from the darkness of evil, and
to walk in the light of Christ.

Gospel Matthew 24:37-44
This Gospel urges us to stay awake
because we do not know the day or the
hour when Christ will return.

Lord Jesus, awaken our hearts
to Your coming.

Help us to live each day
with hope and readiness,
trusting in Your
promise of salvation.
Amen.

i Columban Calendars
| 1% Sunday © 2026
Léd?rfend We are taking Orders for
those who have not yet
bought their Calendar.
$15.00.

We currently have 3 Calendars available
now. Kindly contact Maureen at
adminsupport@easternbayscatholic.org.nz
or Shona at
office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz
With thanks.

DEACON RYAN'’S ORDINATION DATE
We have good news to share with you in
that Deacon Ryan will be ordained a Priest
on Saturday 315" January at 11.00am at
St Luke’s Church, Flatbush.

You are all most welcome to attend and
celebrate this wonderful
occasion with Ryan.

WORKS AND MAINTENANCE
With the resignation of our Operations
Manager, | would like to set up a Works and
Maintenance team in each parish to oversee
the care of property and buildings. Itisa
great stewardship ministry and with several
volunteers we should be able to look after the
physical resources that are an important part
of parish life. There is a clipboard in the Foyer
to sign up or for more information
please email
office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz
Bernard

SCHOOL PREFERENCE ENROLMENTS

If you require a Preference enrolment form

signed there is availability by appointment

on Friday mornings at St Ignatius between
8.00am - 10.00am.

CURRENT PARISH OFFICE HOURS

MPH Mon & Wed - 1.30pm - 5.30pm
Thursday — 8.30am - 12.30pm

Stignatius Tues & Fri—8.30am -11.30am

Preference Forms by appointment on
Fridays: 8.00am-10.00am

Please email Shona at
office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz

vr.y DO YOU LOVE PLAYING
‘Q\i CARDS?
Come and join with us
every Wednesday,
1.00pm at St Ignatius Parish
Centre foyer.
Contact Bob on 575 7622
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2025 Christmas Grocery
Hamper Drive
The Christmas Hamper Drive is now
in its final stage.
Groceries will be delivered to the
Parish Hall this weekend and
packing of boxes, which were
expertly wrapped by our teenagers,
will commence immediately after
9.00am Mass on Sunday.

The process will take approximately
one hour—do pop in and feel the
atmosphere of faith in action.
Sincere thanks to Anna and David
and the team of volunteers who
have so generously given hours of
their time to this worthy project.

LIMITED PARKING THIS WEEKEND

e Due to roadworks around the
Church this SATURDAY, there will
be limited parking available.

e The School grounds will be open
for parking on Saturday night BUT
closed on Sunday due to the
Christmas Hamper packing and
distribution.

e There will be dedicated
parishioners outside the Church
to direct you to access the school
grounds.

St Vincent de Paul
Society

Summer clothing needed
for families in our local
area. Donations including beach towels
and swim wear for both adults and children
in a clean useable condition would be
most appreciated.
Kindly leave your donations in the basketin

the MPH Church foyer. With thanks.

Our ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ theme
_cards are now available for purchase,
5 Cards with envelopes are $5.00 per

pack.

We are also commencing our Christmas
Raffle, there are 3 prizes to be won. Tickets
are $5.00 each or pay $10.00 for 3 tickets.

See us in the entrance foyer at 10.30am

Mass on Sunday morning.
Your support of our fundraising
is much appreciated.

2026 BIBLE DIARIES NOW
AVAILABLE
Diaries are for sale in both Parishes

~

Daily Readings, Prayers, Reflections.

Cost: $25.00
A/c Name: St Ignatius St Heliers Bay
A/cNo: 0201080707227 000
Code: 2026 Bible Diary

DECEMBER TIMETABLE
13 Dec Anoi.nting of the 9.30am
Sick Mass MOPH
16 Dec Recor!clllatlon 7.00pm
Rite Il MOPH
19 Dec An;i.ntlir:: of the 9.00am
ick Mass St Ignatius
Christmas Vigil 5.00pm
24 Dec Mass SHC
Auditorium
24 Dec Midnight Mass MOPH
Christmas Day 9.00am
25 Dec Mass SHC
Chapel
Normal Parish Mass times
27 Dec resume




Catholic Caring
Foundation’s Christmas

Appeal
l . Give a gift to help families and
people in need. Please
ﬁ support the Caring

Foundation’s Christmas
appeal through your donations and
prayers. Your donation will have
double the impact!

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God.”
Envelopes and donation cards
are in the Foyer

Anniversaries
We remember those who have
died recently, and whose
anniversaries occur during the
month of November

Anthony Gates, Reg Edwards, Gary Williams, Dona
Elliott, Pat de Zote, Brother Michael Taylor fms,
Abbey Russell, Des Clarke, Alex Pinfold, Michael Davis,
Royce Moodabe, Lotus Bentinck-Stokes, Anna
Shalfoon, Yvonne Spode, Christopher Everitt, Rex
Jennings, Margaret Winter, Annie Dempsey, Fr
Humphrey O’Leary, William O’Connell, Noel
Trembath, Yin Young, Walter Grbich, Patricia Wilson,
Emily Mamo, Maurice Larsen, Joy McKenzie, Lydia
Schweder, Peter Marshall, Rosemary Reeves, Carmel
Connolly, Paul Mason, Carmel Henderson, Irene
Davenport, William Fell, Graham Quinn, Ivy Digby,
Barry Crowley, Aileen Angland, Hilda Waite, Leo
Klaassen, Mary Millar, Elizabeth Downs, Juanita
Corban, David Drum, Margaret McLean, Bill
Williams, Darrell Comber, Valentina Warren, Ivan
Downs, John Galvin, Dhiren Perera, Fay Hudner,
Marie Dulihanty, Sakina De Marigny, Reginald
McHugh, Cushla Wallace.

... Eternal rest grant to them

Eastern Bays Area Mass Schedule
Monday
9.00am Liturgy of the Word
with Holy Communion at St Ignatius
Tuesday
9.00am Mass at St Pius X Glen Innes
Wednesday
9:00am at St Ignatius
(School Mass. All welcome!)
Thursday
9:00am Mass Mother of Perpetual Help
(with Adoration to follow)
Friday
9:00am Mass at St Ignatius
Saturday
9:30am Mass at Mother of Perpetual Help
(Rosary at 8.50am)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
8.45am Saturday at Mother of Perpetual Help

Saturday Vigil Mass - 5:00pm at St Ignatius
Sunday Mass
9:00am St Ignatius
10:30am Mother of Perpetual Help

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays following 9.00am Mass at MPH
Rosary 8.30am and Benediction at 6.30pm

Rosary Group
Mother of Perpetual Help Parish
Fridays at 3.00pm in the Parish Centre

Weekly Rosters
Please see the Noticeboards in either Church
for the current Rosters for all Ministries.
Thank you.

Visit our website for
~New Parishioner Registration
~Sacramental Programmes: including for
Adults (RCIA) and Children (RCIC)

E: sacraments@easternbayscatholic.org.nz
~Diocesan Marriage Preparation Course
For more information please contact
gerrys@cda.org.nz M: 021 022 47442

Email: office@easternbayscatholic.org.nz Website: www.easternbayscatholic.org.nz

Parish Priest: Monsignor Bernard Kiely Deacon: Ryan Sy

ST IGNATIUS
12 Kotiri Street, St Heliers
Ph: 09 575 5227

MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP
510 Riddell Rd, Glendowie
Ph: 09 575 9296
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